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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-29 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§101 

2. 35 U.S.C 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 14 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a process that does nothing 
more than manipulate an abstract idea. There is no practical application in the technological arts. 
All that is necessary to make a sequence of operational steps a statutory process within 35 U.S.C. 
101 is that it be in the technological arts so as to be in consonance with the Constitutional 
purpose to promote the progress of "useful arts." In re Musgrave, 43 1 F.2d 882, 167 USPQ 280 
(CCPA 1970). Also, a claim is limited to a practical application when the method, as claimed, 
produces a concrete, tangible and useful result: i.e. the method recites a step or act of producing 
something that is concrete, tangible and useful. See AT&T v. Excel Communications Inc., 172 
F.3d at 1358, 50 USPQ2dat 1452. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
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patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-8,1 1 13-21, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by US Patent No. 6226618 to Downs et al. 

Downs et al. disclose a receiver (i.e. "End-User Device") operable to receive content 
distributed in accordance with a rights management and protection method (i.e. "usage 
condition/use restriction"), an identification unit (i.e. "End-User Device") operable to identify 
said rights management and protection method for said received content (see col. 7, lines 48-55), 
and a rights processing unit (i.e. "End-User Device") operable to perform rights processing of 
said received content in accordance with said identified rights management and protection 
method (see col 11, lines 40-52). 

Referring to claims 2 and 15, Downs et al. disclose the rights management and protection 
method specifies indispensable item for purchasing and using content, said items including a 
content encryption method, a key distribution method, a content decryption method, a billing 
information and keys transmission method, recording medium control information, a mutual 
authentication method, an control information, a mutual authentication method, an analog 
protection system of macrovision or a copy generation management system, and viewing 
limitation information (i.e. "...copy restriction rules, wholesale price, and any business rules 
deemed necessary"), see col. 9, lines 34-36. 

Referring to claims 3 and 16, Downs et al. disclose a plurality of types of rights 
management and protection modules (i.e. "purchase or rental"), wherein said rights processing 
unit selects a predetermined type of said rights management and protection modules based on 
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said identified rights management and protection method in order to perform rights processing 
of said received content (see col. 59, lines 31-43). 

Referring to claim 4, Downs et al. disclose a rights management and protection module 
acquiring unit (i.e. "End -User Device) operable to externally acquire a selected rights 
management and protection module based on said identified rights management and protection 
method, wherein said rights processing unit performs right processing of said received content by 
suing said selected rights management and protection module (see claim 1 above). 

Referring to claim 5, Downs et al. disclose a creation unit (i.e. "metadata assimilation and 
entry tool) operable to automatically create a selected rights management and protection module 
based on said identified rights management and protection method, wherein said rights 
processing unit performs rights processing of said received content by suing said selected rights 
management and protection module (see col. 9, lines 32 & 33). 

Referring to claim 1 1, Downs et al. disclose rights processing unit stores a log of rights 
processing of said received content (see col. 81, lines 34-39). 

Referring to claims 6-8 and 19-21, Downs et al. disclose a content storage unit (i.e. 
"End-User Device") operable to: (1) store received content, (2) store received content before 
rights processing by said rights processing unit and (3) store received content after rights 
processing by said rights processing unit (see col. 11, lines 40-42). 

Referring to claim 13, Downs et al. disclose said rights processing unit encrypts content 
after rights processing, and externally outputs said content (see col. 18 table, steps 124 & 125). 

Referring to claims 14 and 27, Downs et al. disclose receiving content distributed in 
accordance with a rights management and protection method (i.e. " usage condition/use 
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restriction"), identifying the rights management and protection method for said received content 
(see col 7, lines 48-55), and performing rights processing of said received content in accordance 
with said identified rights management and protection method (see col. 1 1, lines 40-52). 

Referring to claim 17, Downs et al. disclose externally acquiring a selected rights 
management and protection module based on said identified rights management and protection 
method, wherein said rights processing unit performs right processing of said received content by 
suing said selected rights management and protection module (see claim 1 above). 

Referring to claim 18, Downs et al. disclose automatically creating a selected rights 
management and protection module based on said identified rights management and protection 
method, wherein said rights processing unit performs rights processing of said received content 
by suing said selected rights management and protection module (see col. 9, lines 32 & 33). 

Referring to claim 26, Downs et al. disclose encrypting content after rights processing, 
and externally outputs said content (see col. 18 table, steps 124 & 125). 

Referring to claim 28, Downs et al. disclose means for storing a plurality of types of 
rights management and protection modules corresponding to respective rights management and 
protection methods (see col. 9, lines 48-60) and means for transmitting a selected one of the 
rights management and protection modules in response to a request containing information 
identifying the selected rights management and protection module (see col. 21, lines 30-42). 

Referring to claim 29, Downs et al. disclose storing a plurality of types of rights 
management and protection (i.e. purchase or rental usage conditions), and means for selecting 
one of the rights management and protection modules based on identification information (see 
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col 9, lines 48-60, col 59, lines 41-43) and means for converting content by using the selected 
rights management and protection module (see col. 26, lines 9-19). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 9, 10, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Downs et al. as applied to claims 1 and 14 above, and further in view of US Patent No. 6668246 
to Yeung et al. 

Downs et al. disclose said receiver is operable to receive content encrypted by a 
predetermined key, said receiver including a content storage unit operable to store content, and 
said rights processing unit is operable to decrypt said received encrypted content (see abstract, 
lines 1-3; col. 11, lines 40-42). Downs et al. do not expressly disclose the receiver operable to 
reencrypt said decrypted content using another key, and, thereafter, store said reencrypted 
content in said content storage unit. Yeung et al. disclose the receiver (i.e. "client platform") 
operable to reencrypt said decrypted content using another key, and, thereafter, store said 
reencrypted content in said content storage unit (see col. 9, lines 46-50). At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the receiver of Downs et al. to reencrypt said decrypted content using another key, and, 
thereafter, store said reencrypted content in said content storage unit. One of ordinary skill in the 
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art would have been motivated to do this because it minimizes piracy by providing additional 
security. 

Referring to claim 10, Downs et al. disclose said receiver is operable to receive content 
encrypted by a predetermined key and said predetermined key is encrypted by a second key, said 
receiver including a content storage device unit operable to store content, and said rights 
processing unit being operable to decrypt said encrypted predetermined key (see abstract; col. 
11, lines 40-42). Downs et al. do not expressly disclose the receiver operable to reencrypt said 
decrypted key using another key, and thereafter, store said reencrypted key, together with said 
encrypted content, in said content storage unit. Yeung et al. disclose the receiver (i.e. "client 
platform") operable to reencrypt said decrypted key using another key, and thereafter, store said 
reencrypted key, together with said encrypted content, in said content storage unit, see col. 9, 
lines 46-50). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the receiver of Downs et al. to reencrypt said decrypted key 
using another key, and thereafter, store said reencrypted key, together with said encrypted 
content, in said content storage unit. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to do this because it minimizes piracy by providing additional security. 

Referring to claim 22, Downs et al. disclose the receiving step includes receiving content 
encrypted by a predetermined key, decrypting the encrypted content and storing the reencrypted 
content using another key (see abstract, lines 1-3; col. 11, lines 40-42). Downs et al. do not 
expressly disclose reencrypting the decrypted content using another key. Yeung et al. disclose 
reencrypting the decrypted content using another key (see col. 9, lines 46-50). At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
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step disclose by Downs et al. to include the step of reencrypting the decrypted content using 
another key. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
minimizes piracy by providing additional security. 

Referring to claim 23 , Downs et al. disclose receiving content encrypted by a 
predetermined key and receiving the predetermined key encrypted by a second key, decrypting 
the encrypted predetermined key and storing the reencrypted key together with the encrypted 
content (see abstract; col. 1 1, lines 40-42). Downs et al. do not expressly disclose reencrypting 
the decrypted key using another key. Yeung et al. reencrypting the decrypted key using another 
key. (see col. 9, lines 46-50). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Downs et al. to include the 
step of reencrypting the decrypted key using another key. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to do this because it minimizes piracy by providing additional security. 

Referring to claim 24, Downs et al. disclose storing a log of rights processing of said 
received content (see col. 81, lines 34-39). 

7. Claims 12 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Downs et 
al. as applied to claims 1 and 14 above, and further in view of US Patent No. 6772344 to Chan. 

Downs et al. disclose rights processing unit (see claim 1 above). Downs et al. do not 
expressly disclose the processing unit performs an analog protection system process on a 
playback signal of content after rights processing based on said identified rights management and 
protection method, and externally outputs said playback signal. Chan discloses the processing 
unit performs an analog protection system process on a playback signal of content after rights 
processing based on said identified rights management and protection method, and externally 
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outputs said playback signal (see col. 10, lines 51-53). At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system disclose by 
Downs et al. to include an analog protection system process on a playback signal of content after 
rights processing based on said identified rights management and protection method, and 
externally outputs said playback signal One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it reduces piracy. 

Referring to claim 25, Downs et al. disclose a receiving method (see claim 1 above). 
Downs et al. do not expressly disclose performing an analog protection system process on a 
playback signal of content after rights processing based on said identified rights management and 
protection method, and externally outputs said playback signal. Chan discloses the performing 
an analog protection system process on a playback signal of content after rights processing based 
on said identified rights management and protection method, and externally outputs said 
playback signal (see col. 10, lines 5 1-53 At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Downs et al. to 
include the step of performing an protection system process on a playback signal of content after 
rights processing based on said identified rights management and protection method, and 
externally outputs said playback signal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it reduces piracy. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is 703-305-0057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays 8:30 - 7:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 for Regular and 
After Final Actions and 703-746-9443 for Non-Official/Draft. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 



Arlington, V.A., Seventh floor receptionist. 



*** 

September 1, 2004 




